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CITWEWSHIGHLIGHTS
Hopewell Welcomes New Police Chief

Hopewell, Virginia — The City of Hopewell welcomes
mgit'\;'@;tr:gzg}l Antonio "AJ" Starke as Chief for the Hopewell Police
: Department. Chief Starke served as interim police chief in
Each week, the City

Manager prepares an
update  for  City
Council, citizens, and
City employees that
addressesthe status of
major City projects,
news, special events,
and other matters of
interest and Citywide
accomplishments in
the performance of
our services to our
citizens of Hopewell.

Hopewell since December 2021. His permanent hiring is

effective as of Tune 17, 2022.

Chief Starke served four years active duty in the United States
Army. He eamed his bachelor's degree from Virginia State
University and his master's degree in criminal justice from
Liberty University. He 1s a graduate of the 34th session of the

Police Executive Leadership School and a graduate of the

National Criminal Justice Command College.
Office of the

City Manager , . ) . . . .
300 N. Main Street, “Chief Starke was a phenomenal addition to the City of Hopewell as mterim Chief.” said March

Suite 216 . . . .
Hopewell, VA 23860 Altman, Hopewell City Manager. “He immediately became a community-focused leader and

804-541-2243ext. 131

achieved great success in just 6 short months. We're excited to welcome him to the City in a
maltman@hopewellva.gov

permanent capacity and for his future achievements with our police department.”

@cn’v COUNCIL

LIVE 1! Chief Starke began his law enforcement career in 1991 with the Chesterfield County Police
Department. He has 30 years of policing experience, with the past nine years as a member of
command staff at the rank of captain. Chief Starke held several command positions within the
Chesterfield Police Department to include Office of Professional Standards. Personnel and Training,

Special Operations, and the Information Services Division.
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d IS IN OUR OF HEALTH
HANDS.
Do your part, Dashboard Updated: 6/24/2022
stop the spread.

Data entered by 5:00 PM the prior day.

Cases, Hospitalizations and Deaths

Total Cases* Total Hospital Total

1,852,970 Admissfions** Deaths
52,649 20,519

Confirmed+ Probable+ Confirmed+ Probablet Confirmed+ Probablet
1,324,024 528,946 49,450 2199 17,130 3,389

»g_ﬁ'é‘fﬂ?’#."’s COVID-19 in Virginia: Summary Y/ Hss

(New Cases: 2,980\~

People Vaccinated by Locality of Residence and Vaccination Status - Percent of the Population

Percent of the Population Select Counts, Rates, or Percents
with At Least One Dose lPe'cen: of the Population

Select Vaccination Status
]At Least One Dose v

45.1% - 50.0%
W 50.1% - 55.0%
W 55.1%-50.0%
B s0.1%-650%
W 5510 -700%
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Hopewell

Vaccine Doses Administered: 28,454
People with at LeasDne Dose: 13,129
People Fully Vaccinated: 12,104
People with Booster/Third Dose: 4,956
Percent of Adult Population with at Least One Dose: 702%
Percent of Adult Population Fully Vaccinated: 65.5%
Percent of Adult Population with Booster/Third Dose: 28.9%
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Congratulations are in order for our Hopewell hometown Olympian!

Hopewell High School alumnus, Zach Brown, delivered an amazing performance
during the 2022 Special Olympics USA Games.

Zach competed in Orlando June 4-12 representing Swim Team Virginia. He
competed in:
- 50 YD Freestyle with a time of 27.11, earning a 1st Place Gold Medal
- 50 YD Butterfly with a time of 29.75, earning a 2nd Place Silver Medal
- Team Virginia placed 5th in their 4 X 50 Medley Relay (Zach swam Butterfly) with a
time of 2:57.61.

Zach beat his personal times in his individual events during the 2022 USA Games!
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This Summer, Hopewell Police Department welcomes their inaugural class of students for the Good to
Great Youth Intervention Program. Thirteen students from Hopewell City Public Schools, ages 14-17, began
the program on Monday, June 20th.

The Good to Great program is a 7-week series that features workshops, mentorship, guest speakers, field
trips, and a community project. The program is designed with 3 focal points: prevention, education, and
socialization. Good to Great identifies solutions by providing support to Hopewell youth with the goal to

reduce recidivism.

The development of Good to Great is a collaboration between Hopewell Police Department, Hopewell's new
police chief, AJ. Starke, Hopewell City Public Schools, Hopewell Courts, and City community members. The
program was recently awarded funding in the amount of $23,271 from the John Randolph Foundation.

“We are examining ways to battle the uptick in crime,” said Hopewell Police Chief, AJ Starke. “We understand
we can't just arrest our way to a solution. Through this program we'll be teaching coping skills, offering
genuine support, and strengthening relationships. This is not a police program, it is a community program.”

Good to Great will continue to be offered during Hopewell School's intercessions. Upon successful
completion and graduation, youth participants will become a member of the Alumni Association.

The Alumni Association will provide further check-ins with graduated youth, and host events throughout the
year, continuing to expose the youth to sporting events, theatre, and similar cultural experiences.
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